
WHAT IS ISLAM

ò Islam means Ķsubmission to the will of 
God.ķ Islam teaches belief in only one 
God, the Day of Judgment and 
individual accountability for actions. 
Islam greatly values peace; in fact the 
traditional Muslim greeting is ĶSalaamķ 
which means Ķpeace.ķ 



WHAT ARE THE BASIC TEACHINGS OF ISLAM

òIslam teaches the belief in one 
God, the Angels, the Day of 
Judgment, Heaven and Hell, 
Adam and Eve Prophets, Prayer, 
and Equality. 



PILLARS OF ISLAM
ò There are five Pillars of Islam: 
1. Faith: Believe in one God and Prophet Muhammad 

(peace be upon him) as his last messenger 
2. Prayer: Pray towards Mecca five times each day to 

remember God and thank him for his grace 
3. Charity: Donate a portion of your wealth to the 

poor
4. Fasting: Go without food and drink from sunrise 

to sunset during the month of Ramadan to 
empathize with the poor and learn self-discipline 

5. Pilgrimage: Visit Mecca and perform the Hajj once 
in a lifetime, if you are able and have the means 



WHEN WAS ISLAM STARTED?

òContrary to popular belief, Islam was not 

started by Muhammad (peace be upon him) in 

the 7th century. Muslims, the followers of 

Islam, believe that Islam was first followed by 

Adam, then by all of the prophets thereafter. 

Muslims believe that the same basic message 

of belief in one God was communicated 

through many prophets including Noah, 

Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad 

(peace be upon them) over time. 



A òMuslimó is one who follows Islam 
and submits to the will of God. 

WHAT IS A MUSLIM?



There are currently 1.2 Billion Muslims in the world, with 7 
million in the United States. Contrary to popular perception, 
only 20% of Muslims are Arabs and live in the Middle East. 

The countries with the largest Muslim populations are India 
and Indonesia with about 175 million Muslims each. 

HOW MANY MUSLIMS ARE THERE?



WHO IS òALLAHó?

òAllahó is simply the Arabic 

word for God, the same God 

worshiped by Christians and 

Jews. It is the God of 

AbrahamandMoses, not a 

different God. Christian 

Arabs also refer to God as 

òAllah ó.



WHAT IS THE 

QURAN/KORAN?

The Quran is the holy book of Islam. 

Muslims believe that the Quran was 

divinely revealed and is the last 

testament of God. The Quran is preserved 

in its original Arabic form and has never 

been changed. 


